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EDITOR'S NOTE

POWER
TO THE
PEOPLE

THOUGH THIS IS my first issue of
Vancouver in the role of editor-
in-chief—hi, hello, thank you,
thankyou—I've been working
for this family of magazines
since 2010, worming myway
intothe building through an
internshipat Western Living
and then refusing to leave.

SolI'veactually had the
pleasure of witnessing more
than adozen Power 50 issues
come together over the years...
andbecause I'm nosy, Pve also
pawed through thearchives to
read as far back as thevery first
list. What I'm saying is: maybe
my new title should be “Power
50 historian” instead.

‘While there have certainly
been some constants over the
23years of this ranking (Timmy

Pattison, you raseal!), 'm ultimately struck by how much our definition of “power” has changed
through the decades and, in particular, over the past few years, What was once a list primarily of the
richand connected—and, to be frank, white and male—h d its scope. T don't just the
fact that we're seeing more women and people of colour on our list this year than ever before; we're
alsocontinuing to thinkcritically p tsin thiscity.

Lvery summer, we start th 'h for our Power 50 list i
good conversation and rousing debate: around the dinner table. Our advisory panel (a group of hyper-
uverites, all powerful in their own right) spends hours pitching names and sharing

tably, once the d pl been cleared and the amaro has been poured, we
ack to the Big Question: “What is power?”

In 2024, powerisn't justabout having sway in the boardroom (though we can’t deny that it still
carries weight). It's about the power of spealking up for i power of fighting for your
community; the power of paving your own path; the power of arts and culture to inspire and start

i Lookingatthis year'slist, full of phi ists, activists and ‘builders,
it’s evident that we live ina city where true power isn’t something you have—it's something you give.

‘Speaking of giving: our readers gave usa heartwarming gift during this year’s Power 50 prep. We

htful, throughand through.

hat power me: , an

asked d
“Poweris beinga voice for the voiceless,” youwrote. “Power is
help.” “Tg istosupportour i i

's Gotta Eat
Banda Volpis Phil Scarfone

inspire.” “Todogood.” Yousofties. If we were to havea #51 to put on thislist, know it would be you.
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The Power 50 list today looks a lot different than
it did back in 2001, when this tradition began.
While once it was a veritable lookbook of CEOs,
- today, we recognize that power can reveal
itsell’in a range of ways. Of course, polities and
business continue (o shape our city, but it’s
easier. now, (o see power in modern dance, in
policy making, in community building, too.
Soyes, you'll find both the mayor and a meme
account here on our ranking of the city’s biggest
power-players - but that's the way we like it.
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