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Meet the people whose calls get
returned, whose bank accounts
boggle the mind, and
whose influence is felt
all over the city

TO HAVE & HAVE NOT

ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER of Main and Hastings a dozen people mill about,
including a pair of men in their twenties haggling over the contents of a shopping
cart, and an older woman in a wheelchair hurtling toward the curb and some unsus-
pecting passershy. Two police cruisers, lodged on the sidewalk, obscure the view of a
suspect having his hands secured behind his hack. In the background, like a mirage
in the desert, sits the Camnegie Centre—fall sunlight houncing oft its dusty pink
sandstone. The former library is a 1903 landmark of early Vancouver philanthropy, a
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Thomas Fung

Chairman & Founder,

Fairchild Group

[ 4 ] He’s the so-called “King of All Me-
dia” in Chinese circles—but unlike that
other self-proclaimed “king,” Howard
Stern, Thomas Fung runs his empire on
clean-burning fuel: four entirely whole-
some TV stations and four equally pure
radio stations—programmed in Can-
tonese and Mandarin, and airing in the
Calgary, Vancouver, and Toronto markets.
The NYU film grad has also executive-
produced a feature-length film, The Paper

Moon Affair, and dabbles in trading and
retail. His marquee retailing project,

the $63-million Bing-Thom designed
Aberdeen Centre, has struggled to attract
shoppers since opening in 2003—Dbut
with the City of Richmond’s approval
this spring of an eight-storey addition (to
be tied in with the Canada Line’s Aber-
deen station), as well as a new 150-room
hotel, it’s only a matter of time before
Fung is King of the Asian Malls, too. 2007
HIGHLIGHT My first vacation in 10 years,

a 12-day cruise around the Black Sea.
LOWLIGHT It cost me $200 for 10 hours

of Internet use on the cruise, and $12 a
minute for satellite phone use. BEST ADVICE
To expand my retail business horizon in
Eastern Europe or Latin America. wHo po
YOU BOUNCE IDEAS OFF Overseas tax audi-
tOTS. WHAT MAKES YOU LOSE SLEEP Count-
ing sheep—but I can’t stop seeing lamb
chops! ravouriTe Book 1 don't find time to
finish novels, but my favorite periodicals
are The Economist, Fortune and Scientific
American, Maxim, PC Photo, National
Geographic (and of course Vancouver
magazine). FAVOURITE VACATION sPoT Cuba,
where you can learn from mistakes in the
system and have experiences that keep
your eyes open. A place you don’t need to
bargain because everything is already at
bargain price. wHO SHOULD BE #1 Definitely
not me.

Douglas Coupland { @ D.J. Weir )






