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- MEET VANCOUVER’S PLAYERS. Who’sreally running
Clty Hall? Who’s the godfather on our waterfront? Who keeps
- our symphony and opera afloat? Who’s got the connections
_to get things done qulckly? And why is a man in Washington,
D.C., one of this city’s 10 most powerful people? o
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outtake from Team America: World Police.

45 THOMAS FUNG A
CEO / FAIRCHILD GROUP

THOMAS FUNG RUNS a business empire
with multiple interests: Chinese-lan-
guage television and radio stations, real
: estate development, retail and pharma-
ceuticals. But he’s not the stereotypical all-powerful, unap-
proachable man-at-the-top: when he read his Power List entry
last year that criticized his Aberdeen Mall’s lack of direction,
he took careful note. “That helped me give second thought,”
he says. His revitalization plan includes adding more brand-
name tenants from Asia and increasing direct sourcing to
offer wholesale prices in his own stores. The next part of his
strategy is to expand the mall with a new wing, this one fea-
turing North American stores. Thé revamped mall (“where
East meets West”) only stands to gain from his on-site condo-
minium development now under construction and the future
Canada Line station to be named Aberdeen.

Which leader do you most respect?

Jim Pattison. Last month he came to my house—he’s a man
of charisma and intelligence, and he gave me a lot of advice.
In many ways he resembles my late father. They both started
their businesses from scratch, they struggled—and they went
all the way to the top.

Who do you bounce ideas of 2~

At times, I talk to my rivals. We see each other and even send
gifts to each other at Christmas. I listen to their suggestions.
But those suggestions are for the things I shouldn’t do.

What'’s your best stress-relievers?

I love to write. [Fung’s film, The Paper Moon Affair, was
nominated for five Leo Awards this year.] I'm plarning to do a
medium-budget film and I wrote the script again. It’s an action
film but without violence. And a love drama.
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