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As it prepares to play X

host to this month's APEC summit, >\

a glittering metropolis has become'the ™
& newest Asian capital on the Pacific Rim

People toWatch

From journalism

to politics to business, the varied members of

Vancouver's Asian community are making their presence known

By MARGARET FELDSTEIN

Commentator

VANCOUVER’S BRASHEST ASIAN COMMENTA-
tor thrives on controversy. Gabriel Yiu's
weekday AM-radio show and his column
for the Chinese-language daily Ming Pao
tackle such hot subjects as abortion and
male dominance, and debate whether Chi-
nese Canadians should vote for Chinese-
Canadian politicians, a practice Yiu sees as
“race discrimination.” He believes the

heated discussions he provokes can pro-
mote a “greater understanding, leading to
a long-term harmonious effect not just in
our community but in our society.”

The city of Vancouver agrees, and this
year it awarded Yiu a Cultural Harmony
Award, citing his “willingness to address
sensitive issues in a way that stimulates
the kind of community discussion neces-
sary to build bridges.” His means are un-
orthodox, a mix of satire and acid-tinged
commentary not usually found in the Chi-
nese media. “I dare to speak a lot of things

that people don’t want to touch,” Yiu says.

Yiu came to Canada from Hong Kong in
1991 and got into the commentary business
while acting as host of an arts-and-culture
radio show. It’s not exactly lucrative work; he
and wife Angela own and run a downtown
flower shop. He has begun to contribute to
the daily Vancouver Sun, and sits on the
newspaper’s community editorial board.
Says Sun senior editor Patricia Graham:
“He will challenge people in both the Asian
and non-Asian communities to think in dif-
ferent ways.”  —Reported by Nadene Rehnby
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